CONNECTING CANCER SURVIVORS

008 was a year of change. Change

We never saw coming or even

thought was possible. This was
the year that mom was diagnosed with
colorectal cancer.We were shocked and
scared. However, this journey pulled
us together as a strong family unit,
determined to make our own change
and turn it all around. Our goals as
a family were simple: get Mom well
again, stay focused and driven, obtain
the best healthcare available and
dedicate ourselves to this cause
exclusively. Mom and | live together
and so our bond is strong. As Mom
went through cancer treatment we
worked together to get her well. |
dedicated myself to the role of care-
giver, which meant | was the nurse,
disconnecting intravenous chemao,
changing and cleaning ostomy pouches,
the nutritionist, planning and cooking
healthful meals, the house manager,
managing the bills, running the errands,
scheduling the doctors appointments,
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sourcing and ordering prescriptions
and medical supplies, and the therapist,
keeping mom motivated, encouraged,
and focused on being well again.
During our visits to the hospital and
outpatient facility, we met many fellow
caregivers, patients, and their families
and friends and noticed a pattern.
Many cancer victims do not have
someone to help them as | was able

to help my mother. Caregivers, family,
friends, all have busy, challenging lives
and just simply do not have the time
and availability to be there to wear all
of the hats that | needed to wear
during this challenging period. At the
same time, Mom was in the process

of another transition, retiring after 28
years from working with handicapped
children. And | too was transitioning
out of my current career in corporate
management after over 20 years of
service. So the light bulb went off.
Our professional backgrounds developed
the skill sets and qualifications that
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would enable us to do something

really special.We have the insight from
the inside out what it is to go down
this road, to understand the changes
and challenges associated with this road,
and we know what it takes to maintain
the tasks of everyday living that don’t
go away simply because one is not well.
In fact, the list of things to do gets
longer. And so Mom and | developed a
resource of relief to fill this void and
make lives easier.Yes, we are now partners
on another level...business. Everyday
Helper Solutions, your task and errand
specialists. A family-owned and operated
business that is dependable, credible,
and trustworthy. So from a shocking
and unexpected diagnosis we set goals,
stood strong together, and built another
layer in our relationship that we see as
a blessing.
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