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Summary

As part of a commitment to seek new and better treatments for
cancer patients, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and
Bristol-Myers Squibb are collaborating to bring a potential new
cancer drug called iso-fludelone, or KOS-1803, into clinical
trials.

As part of a commitment to seek new and better treatments
for cancer patients, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center and Bristol-Myers Squibb are collaborating to bring a
potential new cancer drug called iso-fludelone, or KOS-
1803, into clinical trials. Under the arrangement, Memorial Sloan Kettering will conduct a Phase I clinical
trial, and possibly a Phase II clinical trial, for iso-fludelone. Iso-fludelone is part of a new class of potential
anticancer compounds known as fludelones. The first fludelones were discovered by scientists at Memorial
Sloan Kettering and are under an exclusive license to Bristol-Myers Squibb.

Iso-fludelone is an epothilone compound, a class of molecules that has been widely studied in the
laboratory of Memorial Sloan Kettering chemist Samuel J. Danishefsky. Epothilones’ potential as
anticancer agents in preclinical models was established by Memorial Sloan Kettering pharmacologist Ting-

Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225  to make an appointment.

In the News

Make an Appointment

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

For Physicians

About Us

 MSK MyChart

Donate Now

Back

Make an Appointment

We're here for you.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR

Adults: 800-525-2225

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

New patient

Current patient

Back

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

ADULTS

Cancers & conditions

Risk assessment & screening

Diagnosis & treatment

Clinical trials

CHILDREN & TEENS

Cancers & conditions

Diagnosis & treatment

Back

For Physicians

Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.

Refer a patient

CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER

646-677-7440

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)

Back

About Us

ABOUT US

Our mission, vision & core values

Leadership

History

Inclusion & belonging

Annual report

Give to MSK

FOR THE MEDIA

Memorial Sloan Kettering Enters Agreement to Develop New Cancer Drug 1/2

tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/appointment
https://mskmychart.mskcc.org/MyChart/Authentication/Login?
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/msk-difference
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://www.mskcc.org/sign-up-msk-now
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/inclusion-belonging
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mskmychart.mskcc.org/MyChart/Authentication/Login?
https://secure2.convio.net/mskcc/site/Donation2?df_id=22233&22233.donation=form1&s_channel=MSKCC-nav
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news


Chao Chou.

Through chemical synthesis and modification of the compounds, Memorial Sloan Kettering scientists were
able to identify the key structural features that are necessary for their biological activity, and then through
“molecular editing” manipulated the compounds to improve their properties. Iso-fludelone shows promise
as an anticancer agent at the preclinical level.

In a variety of mouse models of cancer, iso-fludelone eliminated, without recurrence, many solid tumors,
including lung and breast tumors that were resistant to other cancer drugs.

“The development of new epothilones by Sam Danishefsky and his colleagues is the product of creative
chemistry coupled with careful biological studies,” said Thomas J. Kelly , Director of the Sloan Kettering
Institute . “The establishment of this important industry-academic collaboration with Bristol-Myers Squibb
will enable us to move this investigational compound into the clinic.”

© 2026 Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Memorial Sloan Kettering Enters Agreement to Develop New Cancer Drug 2/2

https://www.mskcc.org/research-areas/labs/thomas-kelly
https://www.mskcc.org/node/1363

	Memorial Sloan Kettering Enters Agreement to Develop New Cancer Drug
	Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.
	MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
	CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER
	SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR



