
Long-Term Follow-Up Care for Childhood Cancer Survivors

Supporting Your Child after Treatment

The road from a child’s cancer diagnosis to treatment and recovery can be a long one. While you and your child may feel relieved that this part of the

journey is over, many parents also find themselves wondering, what now?

At MSK Kids, our answer is simple: Don’t worry; we will always be here for you.

The cancer survivorship experts in our Long-Term Follow-Up Program start working with your child’s care team within one to two years after therapy is

completed. We recognize that follow-up care is critical to the health and well-being of children and teenagers who have been treated for cancer. MSK

Kids provides screening, monitoring, and health recommendations. We notice and take care of any late complications that may come up and ensure that

your child has the best quality of life possible.

A History of Leadership

The Long-Term Follow-Up Program at MSK Kids is one of the oldest programs for childhood cancer survivors in the country. We have participated in the

Childhood Cancer Survivor Study (CCSS), a major multicenter study, since its launch in 1994. This investigation tracks short-term and long-term

complications, side effects, and the overall health of people treated for cancer as children. We also have our own large clinical research database

containing information about the many young patients we’ve treated at MSK as far back as 1991. We can use that to look for answers to today’s

questions about the health of pediatric cancer survivors. We work toward the best health for your child by coupling this research with our state-of-the-art

patient care.

Who is eligible for pediatric cancer survivorship services?

We begin to care for children and teens one to two years after they complete cancer treatment and continue until age 21. While most of our patients

were treated at MSK Kids, we also care for pediatric cancer survivors who were treated elsewhere.

Why is a survivorship program important?

Some, but not all, pediatric cancer survivors experience delayed effects of treatment. Also called late effects, these may arise in the short term or many

years later. Through the CCSS, we have been learning about the health of childhood cancer survivors as they enter their 20s, 30s, 40s, and beyond. We

and other experts want to understand the effects of various cancer treatments so we can learn how to prevent and treat them in the future. Thanks to the

CCSS, doctors now know which treatments have been the most toxic and try to reduce their use whenever possible.

Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.

Follow-Up & Survivorship Care

Making an Appointment

For more information about the Long-Term Follow-Up Program or to make an appointment, call 833-MSK-KIDS

Make an Appointment

Refer a Patient

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

About Us

 Patient Portal: MyMSK

Donate Now

Back

Make an Appointment

We’re here for you.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR

Adults: 800-525-2225

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)

New patient

Current patient

Back

Refer a Patient

Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.

Refer a patient

CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER

646-677-7440

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)

Back

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

ADULTS

Cancers & conditions

Risk assessment & screening

Diagnosis & treatment

Clinical trials

CHILDREN & TEENS

Cancers & conditions

Diagnosis & treatment

Back

About Us

ABOUT US

Our mission, vision & core values

Leadership

History

Equality, diversity & inclusion

Annual report

Give to MSK

FOR THE MEDIA

Long-Term Follow-Up Care for Childhood Cancer Survivors 1/3

tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/equality-diversity-inclusion-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/follow-survivorship-care
tel:+1-833-675-5437


What You Can Expect

When your child finishes treatment, they will still see their primary medical care team to look for any signs of the cancer coming back. Our survivorship

team begins working with your child’s primary doctor to check their heart and lungs, monitor their growth and development, and see if there are any

cognitive (thinking) or learning issues related to treatment. Each child’s risk of late effects is unique. It depends on such factors as age, gender, cancer

type and stage, and type of treatment. Our team customizes a care plan that includes screening and counseling to meet your child’s individual needs.

Here’s what you can expect:

Hear from Our Child & Teen Patients
Explore inspiring stories from our pediatric patients and families, who describe how they coped with treatment, bonded with our staff, and

demonstrated amazing strength.

Learn more

Your child’s treatment summary — Our team reviews and summarizes your child’s medical records and meets with a number of our experts to

discuss past treatment. This group includes a radiation oncologist, neuropsychologist, cardiologist, and your child’s primary medical oncologist.

Together, we develop a plan for your child’s future healthcare.

Initial consultation — During your child’s first visit with us, we review the treatment summary, perform a complete medical exam, and discuss

our recommended care plan with you. We will explain to you and your child the potential long-term effects of treatment and how we will monitor

for them in the future.

Screening for and treating late effects — Finding and treating late effects caused by cancer treatment as early as possible gives your child the

best chance of a healthy life. Some late effects involve the endocrine (hormonal) system, which can affect their height, delay puberty, and
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What happens when my child turns 21?

We have a program for adults, too: Memorial Sloan Kettering’s Adult Survivorship Program. Here, we provide long-term care that can help prevent,

detect, and treat any late effects of cancer treatment that may arise in adulthood. Across the country, many childhood cancer survivors who are 21 and

older do not receive the required monitoring they need as young adults — a major challenge in healthcare. We created the Adult Survivorship Program

to fill that gap. Our survivorship team is here for you and your child for a lifetime.
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cause thyroid problems. Other late effects involve the heart and lungs. Some children may have learning difficulties. Our team performs blood

tests and other exams to look for all the late effects related to your child’s treatment. We will refer your child to appropriate specialists as

needed.

Referrals and coordination of healthcare — Your child’s pediatrician and other doctors are an important part of their care, and we don’t want

our program to replace that. We work closely with those doctors, staying in touch and making sure we are all on the same page. Once your

child finishes cancer treatment, we recommend that you continue primary care through a healthcare provider near your home who is available

for sick visits as well as routine physicals. We can also connect you with outside resources for childhood cancer survivors.
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