Traditional Clinical Trials versus Basket Trials

The standard approach for developing many cancer treatments has been built upon a
series of clinical trials to establish the effectiveness of drugs in specific cancers — for
example, in breast or colon cancer. (See the infographic below.) A novel approach to
clinical trial design called a “basket” trial starts with one trial, the basket, and one
or more “targets” and allows patients with different diseases to enrollin a group or
cohort. (See the infographic on the opposite page.) This allows for exploration of a
treatment’s effectiveness across many diseases early, quickly, and in one trial. The
goals of such trials are to accelerate the translation of scientific discoveries into new
therapies and to increase the number of patients who can benefit from innovative
mechanistic approaches with molecularly targeted therapies.
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Researchers analyze the responses of patients with each type
of cancer. This information can inform the next steps and
accelerate the time it takes for new and effective therapeutic
agents to reach patients.



