
Risk for Cognitive Decline in Older Women with Breast
Cancer

Full Title
Older Breast Cancer Patients: Risk for Cognitive Decline

Purpose

Patients with cancer often complain that their “mind does not seem to be clear.” This can be due to stress, depression or anxiety,

or physical problems, or may be due to some cancer treatments. The purpose of this study is to better understand the effects of

cancer treatments on thinking (cognitive) abilities and memory in breast cancer patients over age 60. Thinking abilities and

memory may decrease with age, and the effects of some treatments could make this problem worse in older breast cancer

patients.

This study will be one of the first to look at risks for changes in thinking in older cancer patients and how this may affect one’s

quality of life. Researchers will also look at patients’ genes to see how they may be affected by the treatment. The results of this

research will help doctors and patients in making decisions about cancer treatment, and also help to design better treatments and

interventions for older women.

Participants will be asked to answer a series of brief questions about their general health, sources of support, activity level, and

medical care, and complete activities that involve memory, language, and other mental abilities such as attention and

concentration. These questionnaires and activities will need to be completed three times over a period of two years. Results will be

compared between women with and without breast cancer.

Who Can Join

Participants in this study will include English-speaking women over age 60 who have breast cancer. Controls will include women

over age 60 without breast cancer.

For more information about this study and to inquire about eligibility, please contact Loretta Morris at 646-888-0126 or Julia Fallon

at 646-888-0125.
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Tim A. Ahles

Co-Investigators
Denise D. Correa

James C. Root

Diseases
Breast Cancer

Locations
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Memorial Sloan Kettering Commack Nonna’s Garden Foundation Center

Memorial Sloan Kettering Basking Ridge

ClinicalTrials.gov ID
NCT03451383

ClinicalTrials.gov
Visit ClinicalTrials.gov for full clinical trial description
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