
The Acupuncture Trialists' Collaboration

The overall object of the Acupuncture Trialists’ Collaboration is to combine raw data from high quality randomized trials of

acupuncture for chronic pain to create an individual patient level data set. This data set will be analyzed to determine the effect

size of acupuncture and modifiers thereof. After publication of the principal results of these analyses, a de-identified (i.e.

anonymized) raw data set will be made available for the benefit of the acupuncture research community as a whole.

The primary scientific objectives of the collaboration are:

The secondary scientific objectives of the collaboration are:

Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.

To determine whether real acupuncture is superior to sham acupuncture for the treatment of chronic pain conditions

and, if so, to determine the effect size. Here ’real acupuncture’ is defined as the experimental intervention which the

investigators believe may have activity against pain. ’Sham acupuncture’ is defined as any intervention that is

designed to prevent the patient from knowing whether or not he or she received real acupuncture but which is thought

to have minimal activity against pain.
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To determine whether real acupuncture is superior to usual care control for the treatment of chronic pain conditions

and, if so, to determine the effect size. ’Usual care’ is defined as care, such as medication ’as needed’, that is also

received by the acupuncture group. Usual care controls as defined here are sometimes described as ’waiting list’

controls, ’standard care’ controls or controls receiving ’no additional treatment’.
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To determine whether the effects of acupuncture vary by indication.1

To determine characteristics of acupuncture treatment associated with outcome.2

To determine whether the effects of the various types of sham control differ.3

Time course of acupuncture effects4

Analysis of acupuncture responders5

Analysis of differences between practitioners6

Analysis of predictors of acupuncture effect7
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tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/equality-diversity-inclusion-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment/symptom-management/integrative-medicine


The Acupuncture Trialists’ Collaboration is funded by an R21 (AT004189) from the National Center for Complementary and

Alternative Medicine at the National Institutes of Health and by a grant from the Samueli Institute.

Members can log in here.

Members of the Collaboration

Members of the Acupuncture Trialists’ Collaboration represent 25 trials and over 18,000 patients.
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Mac Beckner (information technology adviser, non-voting member)
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Angel M. Cronin (statistician, non-voting member)

Hans-Christoph Diener

Nadine Foster
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Wayne B. Jonas (complementary medicine research expert, non-voting member)
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Klaus Linde (steering group)

Dieter Melchart

Albrecht Molsberger
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Eric Manheimer

Karen Sherman
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Jorge Vas

Andrew J. Vickers (collaboration chair)
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Lyn Williamson

Stefan Willich
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https://collabportal.mskcc.org/login.aspx
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