
Leukemia Diagnosis

At Memorial Sloan Kettering we are committed to giving you the most-accurate prognosis and best treatment recommendations possible —whether that

means using existing drugs such as chemotherapy or recommending a clinical trial.

We routinely test our patients for a large panel of genetic mutations known to be found in a wide range of leukemias.

Our doctors perform a variety of tests to diagnose leukemia and determine its type and subtype. These tests can reveal abnormalities in the appearance

of cells and the amounts of different types of blood cells in circulation, changes in the bone marrow, or specific alterations in the genetic and molecular

makeup of the diseased cells.

Tests we may recommend include:
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In order to do these tests, physicians need to collect blood and tissue samples. There are several procedures that allow them to obtain these samples.
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Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.

cytogenetic studies to look for chromosomal changes in cells

immunohistochemistry studies, in which antibodies are used to distinguish between types of cancer cells

flow cytometry, which involves passing cells through a laser beam for analysis

molecular genetic studies, which are highly sensitive DNA and RNA tests to determine specific genetic traits of cancer cells
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Additional Tests & Procedures

Doctors sometimes use imaging tests including chest x-rays, ultrasound, CT scans, MRI, and PET scans to determine whether leukemia cells have

affected the bones or organs such as the kidneys, the brain, or the lymph nodes.

In addition, a physical exam is an important part of diagnosis for leukemia. Your doctor will check the lymph nodes, spleen, and liver because leukemic

cells can accumulate in these spots and cause swelling.

Connect

Contact us

Locations

APPOINTMENTS

800-525-2225

Instagram
Facebook
X
YouTube

Bone Marrow Aspiration & Biopsy

Lumbar Puncture

Subtypes of Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia

Subtypes of Acute Myeloid Leukemia

Stages of Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia

Phases of Chronic Myeloid Leukemia

PREVIOUS

Clonal Hematopoiesis (CH)
NEXT

Treatment for Leukemia

Leukemia Diagnosis 2/3

https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/leukemias/risk-factors/clonal-hematopoiesis-ch
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/leukemias/treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/directory
tel:8005252225
https://www.instagram.com/memorialsloankettering/
https://www.facebook.com/memorialsloankettering
https://twitter.com/MSKCancerCenter
https://www.youtube.com/user/mskcc


Linkedin

About MSK

About us

Careers 

Giving 

Cancer Care

Adult cancer types

Child & teen cancer types

Integrative medicine

Nutrition & cancer

Find a doctor

Research & Education

Sloan Kettering Institute

Gerstner Sloan Kettering Graduate School 

Graduate medical education

MSK Library 

Communication preferences

Cookie preferences

Legal disclaimer

Accessibility statement

Privacy policy

Price transparency

Public notices

© 2024 Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Leukemia Diagnosis 3/3

https://www.linkedin.com/company/memorial-sloan-kettering-cancer-center/mycompany/
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://careers.mskcc.org/
https://giving.mskcc.org/?utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=footer&utm_content=NAV_LM_GN_MAD
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment/symptom-management/integrative-medicine
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/nutrition-cancer
https://www.mskcc.org/doctor
https://www.mskcc.org/research/ski
https://www.sloankettering.edu/gerstner
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/graduate-medical-education
https://library.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/legal-disclaimer
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy/website-accessibility-statement
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/understanding-cost-your-care-msk/download
https://www.mskcc.org/public-notices

	Leukemia Diagnosis
	Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.
	MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
	CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER
	SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR
	New Patient Appointments
	Leukemia and Other Blood Cancers in Kids

	Additional Tests & Procedures
	Book traversal links for Leukemia and Other Blood Cancers


