Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.
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Every person who comes to Memorial Sloan Kettering for brain tumor treatment receives personalized and compassionate care from experts, such as neurosurgeon
Viviane Tabar, who is also Chair of the Department of Neurosurgery.

Almost 23,000 American adults and children are diagnosed with a brain or spinal cord tumor each year, according to the American Cancer Society.

There are more than 125 different types of brain cancer, which doctors usually categorize as being either primary — which can be high grade (rapidly
growing) or low grade (slow growing) — or metastatic — meaning the cancer began in another part of the body and spread to the brain. You may also
hear the terms malignant and benign used. Malignant brain tumors tend to be more rapidly growing and invasive than benign tumors, and are often the
life-threatening ones.

Even though a diagnosis of a low-grade tumor may not sound as serious as a high-grade one, these types of brain cancers can also be potentially life-
threatening. This is because the skull cannot expand to make room for a growing tumor and it can therefore press on or damage brain tissue. Also,
some low-grade brain tumors can behave like, or turn into, high-grade tumors.

Primary Brain Tumors 1/4


tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/equality-diversity-inclusion-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/brain-tumors-brain-cancer
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/brain-tumors-primary/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/brain-tumors-metastatic

This information is about primary brain tumors in adults.
Read more about brain tumors in children.

There are various risk factors for developing a brain tumor, but contrary to popular belief, there are only two proven environmental risk factors: x-ray
exposure to the head and the use of drugs that suppress the immune system.

Symptoms are usually related to the tumor’s location rather than its size. Certain symptoms may also help doctors make a diagnosis as to which kind of
brain tumor you have.

Depending on the type of brain tumor you are diagnosed with and the stage of your disease, your doctor may recommend treatment with surgery,
chemotherapy, radiation therapy, or some combination of these. We also offer a number of clinical trials exploring new therapies. Because metastatic
brain tumors are made up of different types of cells, treatment differs from that for primary brain tumors.
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Brain Tumor Remote Second Opinions from Neurosurgeons at MSK
Learn how to get a remote second opinion about your brain cancer or benign tumor diagnosis from MSK neurosurgeons.

Learn more

New Patient Appointments
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Call 212-639-6767
Available Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Eastern time)
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