Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.
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and placed on a slide for examination under a microscope by a pathologist. This type of biopsy is relatively quick, and any discomfort lasts only a few
seconds.

Core Needle Biopsy

A core needle biopsy may be used if the pathologist needs a larger tissue sample than what can be obtained with a fine needle aspiration. It can also be
used if the tissue removed during a fine needle aspiration did not yield a definitive diagnosis. A core needle biopsy requires a local anesthetic. The
doctor inserts a larger, hollow needle into the breast. A thin cylinder of tissue about one inch long is removed and sent to a pathologist for analysis.

Image-Guided Biopsy

If the suspicious area cannot be felt, then a radiologist can use imaging techniques to biopsy the area. These techniques include ultrasound, stereotactic
mammographic imaging, and MRI. Which one is used depends on what the abnormality looks like and which technique is most appropriate for
visualizing it.

Surgical Biopsy

A surgical biopsy may be done if other biopsy procedures do not provide a definitive diagnosis. A surgical biopsy is also performed if the suspicious area
is too deep or too shallow for a core needle biopsy.

If the surgeon cannot feel the area in question, then the radiologist will insert a thin wire or a small radioactive marker known as a seed into the breast.
This is done using mammaography, ultrasound, or MRI and is called a needle or seed localization. It helps the surgeon pinpoint the right area to biopsy.

A surgical biopsy takes place in an operating room, but it does not usually require an overnight stay in the hospital. During a surgical biopsy, the patient
undergoes “twilight” sedation but does not require general anesthesia. A small incision is made on the breast, then the suspicious breast tissue is
removed entirely, or a representative sample is removed for analysis.

Request an Appointment

Call 646-497-9064
Available Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)
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