
Achalasia

Achalasia is a chronic condition that can increase the risk for developing esophageal cancer. It occurs when the valve between the esophagus and the

stomach does not open properly and the esophageal pump does not push food down, allowing it to collect within the esophagus. This promotes

enlarging and stretching of the organ. This rare illness occurs when the nerves that signal swallowing become damaged.

It is unclear why achalasia develops. We also don’t know why some people who have it go on to develop esophageal cancer.
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