Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.
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Stagé 0 Head and Neck Cancer

Also called carcinoma in situ, this is the very beginning of the scale. It describes abnormal cells in the lining of the affected area that have the potential to
become cancer.

Stage | (1) Head and Neck Cancer

Stage | describes a very early stage of cancer. The tumor is not more than two centimeters. The cancer has not reached the lymph nodes.

Stage Il (2) Head and Neck Cancer

Stage Il describes a tumor that is larger than two centimeters but not more than four centimeters. Stage Il cancer has not reached the lymph nodes.

Stage Il (3) Head and Neck Cancer

Stage lll head and neck cancer describes cancer that either is larger than four centimeters or has spread to a lymph node on the same side of the neck
as the tumor and the lymph node is smaller than three centimeters.

Stage IV (4) Head and Neck Cancer

Stage IV is the most advanced stage of head and neck cancer. The tumor may be any size, but it has spread to:

nearby tissue or other areas of the head and neck

one large lymph node (more than three centimeters in size) and on the same side of the neck as the tumor, multiple lymph nodes of any size
on the same side of the neck as the tumor, or one lymph node of any size on the side of the neck opposite the tumor

distant parts of the body beyond the head and neck, such as the lungs

Head and neck cancer may be stage IV when it is first diagnosed. Stage IV head and neck cancer can also be recurrent head and neck cancer.
Recurrent means the cancer has come back after treatment. The cancer may come back in the part of the body where it originally developed (regional
recurrence), in the lymph nodes (regional relapse), or in another part of the body (distant recurrence).

Stage Il and stage IV head and neck cancers are more likely to recur than earlier-stage cancers.

Head and Neck Cancer Staging 1/3


tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/equality-diversity-inclusion-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/head-neck/diagnosis
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/head-neck

Staging for HPV-Positive Head and Neck Cancer

Head and neck experts have developed a separate staging system for HPV-positive cancer. This approach reflects the fact that HPV-positive tumors
have a better prognosis than HPV-negative ones.

Learn more about treatment options for people with HPV-positive head and neck cancer.
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