
Required Training

Memorial Sloan Kettering is dedicated to ensuring that all our postdoctoral researchers receive rigorous
training in issues related to ethics, personal and professional responsibility, and safety. As part of MSK’s
commitment to excellence, we require that all postdocs complete the following important training courses.

Responsible Conduct of Research

To help foster a culture of responsibility within our institution and to respond to the increasingly rigorous
national regulatory environment, we have developed a Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) course
that all first-year postdocs are required to complete. This course is closely aligned with National Institutes
of Health and National Science Foundation guidelines for education and training in this area.

The course is given twice a year and covers the following topics:

research misconduct (including whistle-blowing and dispute resolution)
data management
use of animal subjects
use of human subjects
conflicts of interest
authorship, publication, and peer review
collaboration
mentoring
rigor, reproducibility, and transparency

Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225  to make an appointment.

Resources for Postdocs

Make an Appointment

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

For Physicians

About Us

 MSK MyChart

Donate Now

Back

Make an Appointment

We're here for you.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR

Adults: 800-525-2225

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

New patient

Current patient

Back

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

ADULTS

Cancers & conditions

Risk assessment & screening

Diagnosis & treatment

Clinical trials

CHILDREN & TEENS

Cancers & conditions

Diagnosis & treatment

Back

For Physicians

Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.

Refer a patient

CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER

646-677-7440

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)

Back
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Our mission, vision & core values

Leadership

History

Inclusion & belonging

Annual report

Give to MSK

FOR THE MEDIA
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tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/appointment
https://mskmychart.mskcc.org/MyChart/Authentication/Login?
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/msk-difference
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://www.mskcc.org/sign-up-msk-now
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/inclusion-belonging
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mskmychart.mskcc.org/MyChart/Authentication/Login?
https://secure2.convio.net/mskcc/site/Donation2?df_id=22233&22233.donation=form1&s_channel=MSKCC-nav
https://www.mskcc.org/education-training/postdoctoral/resources-postdocs


Biosafety and Fire Safety Training

Postdocs who handle hazardous materials or who work in an area where hazardous materials are used
must complete annual training in biosafety and fire safety.

Radiation Safety Training

Postdocs who handle radioactive material are required to take a radiation safety-training course. The
course is also a requirement for anyone who uses an irradiator.

The topics covered include:

radioactive material policies and procedures
fundamentals of radioactivity
sources of ionizing radiation
biologic effects and risks
radiation dose control
radiation and contamination monitoring
responsibilities for radiation protection
emergency response

In addition, anyone with unescorted access to radioactive materials in quantities of concern must be
evaluated for trustworthiness and reliability as per the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the New York
State Department of Health, and the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. If your
work at MSK involves the use of radioactive materials, you may be subject to the following:

fingerprinting and an FBI identification and criminal history records check
verification of employment history
verification of education
personal references/professional references check
criminal background check
exclusions report from the Office of the Inspector General

Separate training is required to use radioactive materials in animals.

Animal Use and Care Training

The Research Animal Resource Center (RARC) provides facilities, services, and information to assist in
research using laboratory animals. RARC’s Education and Quality Assurance team provides orientation
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https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-Rarc/SitePages/Animal-User-Onboarding.aspx


sessions  for new researchers. All staff who work with animals are required to attend.

Postdoc Orientation

The Office of Postdoctoral Affairs organizes a monthly orientation for incoming postdoctoral researchers.
The session includes presentations from key administrators about the academic environment and
resources at MSK. You will also learn about the services provided by the Office of Postdoctoral Affairs, the
Office of Scientific Training and Education, the Office of Career and Professional Development, the
Research Computing Department, the Library, Core Facilities, and the Postdoctoral Association.

Orientation is mandatory for new postdocs. Registration required.

Register for orientation.
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https://www.mskcc.org/education-training/postdoctoral/registration-postdoctoral-orientation
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