Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.
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Cancer Remission, Complete Remission (CR), and No Evidence of Disease
(NED)

These are terms that indicate that the signs and symptoms of cancer are no longer present. However, it is
possible that cancer cells may continue to exist in the body at a level at which current testing methods
cannot detect. These terms mean the same thing.

Long-Term and Late Treatment Effects

These are terms that refer to persistent post-treatment side effects, or new side effects that develop
months or even years after completing treatment. Careful monitoring for long-term and late effects based
on the types of treatment used is an important part of follow-up for Survivorship care. Examples of long-
term or late effects include fatigue, lymphedema, insomnia, and changes in memory or concentration.

Cancer Recurrence or Relapse
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These terms indicate detection of disease after completing treatment. This may be evaluated by radiologic

imaging, lab testing, or biopsy. Careful monitoring for signs and symptoms of recurrent disease is an
important part of follow-up care.

PREVIOUS

Adult Survivorship Program
NEXT

Support For Life After Surviving Cancer

Communication preferences
Cookie preferences

Legal disclaimer
Accessibility statement
Privacy policy

Price transparency
Public notices

© 2024 Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

What Does Cancer Remission, Recurrence & Cure Mean? 2/2


https://www.mskcc.org/experience/living-beyond-cancer/survivorship/adult-survivorship
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/living-beyond-cancer/services-survivors
https://www.mskcc.org/
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/legal-disclaimer
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy/website-accessibility-statement
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/understanding-cost-your-care-msk/download
https://www.mskcc.org/public-notices

	What Does Cancer Remission, Recurrence & Cure Mean?
	Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.
	MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

	Surviving Cancer Isn’t the Same as a “Cure” for Cancer
	CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER
	SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR
	Cancer Remission, Complete Remission (CR), and No Evidence of Disease (NED)
	Long-Term and Late Treatment Effects
	Cancer Recurrence or Relapse

	Book traversal links for Living Beyond Cancer


