
What Does Cancer Remission, Recurrence &
Cure Mean?

Surviving Cancer Isn’t the Same as a “Cure” for Cancer

As you move toward the end of cancer treatment, healthcare providers use certain descriptions for the

disease. It’s helpful to understand the medical definitions MSK uses. Some of these medical terms will

come up often as you transition to cancer survivorship. There are terms for how well a treatment has

worked, its long-term side effects, and future signs of the disease. You may not hear “cure” because it’s

not a medical term.

Cancer Remission, Complete Remission (CR), and No Evidence of Disease
(NED)

These are terms that indicate that the signs and symptoms of cancer are no longer present. However, it is

possible that cancer cells may continue to exist in the body at a level at which current testing methods

cannot detect. These terms mean the same thing.

Long-Term and Late Treatment Effects

These are terms that refer to persistent post-treatment side effects, or new side effects that develop

months or even years after completing treatment. Careful monitoring for long-term and late effects based

on the types of treatment used is an important part of follow-up for Survivorship care. Examples of long-

term or late effects include fatigue, lymphedema, insomnia, and changes in memory or concentration.

Cancer Recurrence or Relapse

Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.
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New patient

Current patient

Back

Refer a Patient
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tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/equality-diversity-inclusion-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/living-beyond-cancer/survivorship
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/living-beyond-cancer/survivorship


These terms indicate detection of disease after completing treatment. This may be evaluated by radiologic

imaging, lab testing, or biopsy. Careful monitoring for signs and symptoms of recurrent disease is an

important part of follow-up care.
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https://www.mskcc.org/experience/living-beyond-cancer/survivorship/adult-survivorship
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/living-beyond-cancer/services-survivors
https://www.mskcc.org/
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/legal-disclaimer
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy/website-accessibility-statement
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/understanding-cost-your-care-msk/download
https://www.mskcc.org/public-notices
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