
Pediatric Brain Tumor Types & Diagnosis

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center’s Pediatric Brain Tumor team diagnose and treat children, adolescents, and young adults who have any type of

brain tumor. We tailor our innovative treatments for each patient, based on the characteristics of your child and their disease.

Establishing the proper diagnosis is the crucial first step to ensure that your child receives the most appropriate treatment at Memorial Sloan Kettering.

Once a child exhibits symptoms that may be caused by a brain tumor, imaging tests such as CT or MRI scans are performed. These tests help doctors

see the extent of the tumor and plan for either the removal of the tumor or a biopsy. Doing this allows the doctors to know exactly what type of tumor

they are treating. We also incorporate DNA methylation profiling, a diagnostic tool that significantly improves the accuracy of a diagnosis compared with

standard methods alone.

Types of Pediatric Brain Tumors

Tumors that form in the tissues and cells of a child’s brain are called primary brain tumors. In some cases, tumors that have originated in other parts of

the body spread to the brain, but this is rare in children. The following is a list of some of the most common types of primary brain tumors found in

children.

Brain Tumor Genetic Testing

Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.

Astrocytomas (also known as gliomas)

Ependymomas

Medulloblastomas and other embryonal brain tumors (formerly known as PNETs)

Germ Cell Brain Tumors

Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG) 
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tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/equality-diversity-inclusion-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/types/pediatric-brain-tumors
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/types/pediatric-brain-tumors/team-expertise
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment/diagnosing/role-imaging


We offer our patients the most advanced genetic testing, including MSK-IMPACT™ and Archer  FusionPlex These tests allow us to find genetic

mutations and other changes that can cause cancer. They can provide a lot of information that’s important for diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment.
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Call 833-MSK-KIDS Available Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (Eastern time)
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tel:+1-833-675-5437
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/become-patient/appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/types/pediatric-brain-tumors/pediatric-brain-tumor-symptoms
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/types/pediatric-brain-tumors/pediatric-brain-tumor-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/directory
tel:8005252225
https://www.instagram.com/memorialsloankettering/
https://www.facebook.com/memorialsloankettering
https://twitter.com/MSKCancerCenter
https://www.youtube.com/user/mskcc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/memorial-sloan-kettering-cancer-center/mycompany/
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://careers.mskcc.org/
https://giving.mskcc.org/?utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=footer&utm_content=NAV_LM_GN_MAD
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment/symptom-management/integrative-medicine
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/nutrition-cancer
https://www.mskcc.org/doctor
https://www.mskcc.org/research/ski
https://www.sloankettering.edu/gerstner
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/graduate-medical-education
https://library.mskcc.org/
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https://www.mskcc.org/
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
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