
New Therapy Shown To Improve Progression-Free
Survival and Shrink Tumors in Rare Cancer for the First
Time

Chicago, IL, Saturday, June 1, 2013

The experimental drug selumetinib is the first targeted therapy to demonstrate significant clinical benefit for patients with

metastatic uveal melanoma, according to new Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center research presented on Saturday, June 1,

at the 49th annual meeting of the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO).

The findings are potentially practice-changing for a historically “untreatable disease.” Though uveal melanoma is rare — there are

only 2,500 cases diagnosed in the United States each year — about half of patients will develop metastatic disease, and survival

for patients with advanced disease has held steady at nine months to a year for decades.

Researchers found that progression-free survival (PFS) in patients receiving selumetinib was nearly 16 weeks and 50 percent of

these patients experienced tumor shrinkage, with 15 percent achieving major shrinkage. Patients receiving temozolomide, the

current standard chemotherapy, had seven weeks of PFS and no tumor shrinkage. Selumetinib also lengthened overall survival to

10.8 months versus 9.4 months with temozolomide, and side effects were manageable.

“This is the first study to show that a systemic therapy provides significant clinical benefit in a randomized fashion to advanced

uveal melanoma patients, who have very limited treatment options,” said Richard D. Carvajal, MD, a medical oncologist at

Memorial Sloan Kettering and lead author on the study. “This clinical benefit has never been demonstrated with other conventional

or investigational agents, which is all we have been able to offer patients for decades.”

Dr. Carvajal and his team decided to test selumetinib because it blocks the MEK protein, a key component of the tumor-driving

MAPK pathway. This pathway is activated by mutations in the Gnaq and Gna11 genes, which occur in more than 85 percent of

uveal melanoma patients; 84 percent of patients in this trial had one of the mutations.

Uveal melanoma does not respond to the drugs given to patients with melanoma on the skin; and, in fact, there is no drug

approved specifically for treatment of the disease. Patients with uveal melanoma receive surgery to remove the tumor — and in

some advanced cases, the entire eye — as well as radiation therapy or chemotherapy.

In the trial, researchers randomized 98 patients with metastatic uveal melanoma and administered selumetinib to 47, of which 81

percent had a Gnaq or Gna11 mutation. Of the 49 patients who received temozolomide, 86 percent had a mutation. Two patients

were not treated. Despite the study’s cross-over design — meaning patients whose tumors progressed on temozolomide could

Ready to start planning your care? Call us at 800-525-2225 to make an appointment.

Press Releases

Make an Appointment

Refer a Patient

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

About Us

 Patient Portal: MyMSK

Donate Now

Back

Make an Appointment

We’re here for you.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR

Adults: 800-525-2225

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)

New patient

Current patient

Back

Refer a Patient

Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.

Refer a patient

CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER

646-677-7440

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)

Back

Learn About Cancer & Treatment

ADULTS

Cancers & conditions

Risk assessment & screening

Diagnosis & treatment

Clinical trials

CHILDREN & TEENS

Cancers & conditions

Diagnosis & treatment

Back

About Us

ABOUT US

Our mission, vision & core values

Leadership

History

Equality, diversity & inclusion

Annual report

Give to MSK

FOR THE MEDIA

New Therapy Shown To Improve Progression-Free Survival and Shrink Tumors  in
Rare Cancer for the First Time 1/3

tel:+1-800-525-2225
https://www.mskcc.org/
file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
tel:8005252225
tel:8336755437
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/insurance-information
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/become-patient/first-appointment
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
file:///appointments/refer-patient
tel:6466777440
https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
https://www.mskcc.org/clinical-trials-updates/clinical-updates
https://www.mskcc.org/nomograms
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/cme
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/risk-assessment-screening
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/pediatric-cancers
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/clinical-trials
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support
https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/experience/life-pediatrics
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/caregivers-support
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/patient-education
https://www.mskcc.org/news/in-the-news
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/about
https://www.mskcc.org/about/leadership
https://www.mskcc.org/about/history-milestones
https://www.mskcc.org/about/equality-diversity-inclusion-msk
https://www.mskcc.org/annual-report
https://giving.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/pressroom/journalists
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/news/news-releases
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/melanoma
http://www.asco.org/


begin taking selumetinib — there was a trend towards improved survival with selumetinib. Selumetinib was generally tolerable,

with most side effects manageable with conservative management or dose modification.

Dr. Carvajal is currently planning a confirmatory multi-center, randomized trial that will enroll approximately 100 patients and be

led by Memorial Sloan Kettering. “If we can confirm selumetinib’s effectiveness in treating advanced uveal melanoma in this

follow-up trial, it will become the standard therapy for this disease, forming a foundation for new drug combinations that could

maximize selumetinib’s MEK-inhibitor effect,” he said. “It could offer a whole new way to treat this historically untreatable disease.”

The current research was supported by a Conquer Cancer Foundation of ASCO Career Development Award, the National

Institutes of Health, Cycle for Survival, and the Fund for Ophthalmic Knowledge.
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