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Luc Morris, MD, MSc, FACS

Our laboratory works at the intersection of cancer genomics, molecular biology, animal models, and patient clinical data, to better

understand how the genetic features of cancer cells lead to tumor development, evasion of the immune system, and aggressive

tumor behavior. This multi-faceted approach can help us to discover new biomarkers and new genetic drivers. Our group has

focused for many years on cancers of the head and neck (especially squamous cell, salivary and thyroid cancers). Using this

approach, we have identified new cancer genes, developed new animal models, uncovered factors that cancers use to resist

therapy or escape immune surveillance, and critically assessed genetic biomarkers that predict response to immunotherapy

across multiple cancer types. Through these efforts, we hope to deepen our understanding of cancer genetics, and help set the

stage for the next steps of rational clinical investigation informed by molecular insights.
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Featured News

IN THE LAB

Clearing the Fog around Tumor Mutational Burden
MSK researchers shed light on how the number of mutations in a tumor affect a patient’s response to

immunotherapy drugs.

FINDING
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One Patient’s Exceptional Response Leads to a Surprising Discovery about
Immunotherapy
MSK researchers learn that some cancers may respond to checkpoint inhibitor drugs because of

changes called gene fusions.

FINDING

Tumor Mutational Burden Can Help Predict Response to Immunotherapy in
Many Different Cancers
Investigators confirmed that people whose tumors have a high tumor mutational burden and were

treated with immunotherapy lived longer.
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Luc Morris is a physician-scientist whose laboratory studies how tumor genetics influence the development of cancer,

escape from immune surveillance, and immunotherapy outcomes in cancers of the head and neck and other sites.
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Disclosures
Doctors and faculty members often work with pharmaceutical, device, biotechnology, and life sciences companies, and other

organizations outside of MSK, to find safe and effective cancer treatments, to improve patient care, and to educate the health care

community.

MSK requires doctors and faculty members to report (“disclose”) the relationships and financial interests they have with external

entities. As a commitment to transparency with our community, we make that information available to the public.

Lab Affiliations
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Luc Morris discloses the following relationships and financial interests:

The information published here is for a specific annual disclosure period. There may be differences between information on this

and other public sites as a result of different reporting periods and/or the various ways relationships and financial interests are

categorized by organizations that publish such data.

This page and data include information for a specific MSK annual disclosure period (January 1, 2022 through disclosure

submission in spring 2023). This data reflects interests that may or may not still exist. This data is updated annually.

Learn more about MSK’s COI policies here. For questions regarding MSK’s COI-related policies and procedures, email MSK’s

Compliance Office at ecoi@mskcc.org.
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