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COURSE OVERVIEW
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center is presenting this 
conference in collaboration with Mayo Clinic and MD Anderson 
Cancer Center to offer this unique educational opportunity. This 
course features leading experts in the field who will present a 
well-balanced program in robotic surgery in gynecology. 

This course consists of didactic lectures with question and 
discussion periods as well as video sessions.

The goal of the conference is to provide the latest strategies to 
achieve maximum success when performing basic and complex 
pelvic surgery using the robotic surgical platform.

TARGET AUDIENCE
This conference should be of value to gynecologists, 
urogynecologists, and gynecologic oncologists,  
PA’s, NP’s, RN’s and allied medical professionals.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
     ■	 Perform gynecologic surgeries using robotic surgical 

techniques to their full potential, translating into improved 
care and patient outcomes.

     ■	 Effectively plan and execute complex procedures in a robotic 
operating room.

     ■	 Collaborate with colleagues to determine formal steps and 
detailed guidelines for robotic, gynecologic procedures.

     ■	 Prevent and manage complications through proper patient 
assessment and risk awareness.

     ■	 Address current health care issues — financial and legal  
— in robotic surgery.
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FACULTY
MSK COURSE DIRECTOR

Mario M. Leitao Jr.  
MD FACOG FACS 
Associate Member, Division of Gynecology;  
Co-Director, Robotic Surgery Program,  
Department of Surgery

MSK FACULTY 

Nadeem Abu-Rustum MD 
Attending Surgeon, Chief 
Gynecology Service 
Department of Surgery
Grace Carlos BSN RN CNOR 
Clinical Nurse IV
Ginger Gardner MD 
Associate Attending Surgeon 
Gynecology Service 
Department of Surgery
Elizabeth Jewell MD 
Assistant Attending Surgeon 
Gynecology Service 
Department of Surgery
Todd Liu MD 
Assistant Attending  
Anesthesiologist 
Anesthesiology Service
Michael Patane PA 
Robotic Surgery  
Physician Assistant
Yukio Sonoda MD 
Associate Attending Surgeon 
Gynecology Service 
Department of Surgery
Lystra Swift MA RN CNOR 
Nurse Leader
Oliver Zivanovic MD 
Assistant Attending Surgeon 
Gynecology Service 
Department of Surgery
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FACULTY
GUEST FACULTY 

Arnold P. Advincula MD 
Division Chief, Gynecologic Surgery 
& Urogynecology Gynecologic 
Surgery & Urogynecology, 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
Columbia University Hospital

Jubilee Brown MD 
Director, Gynecologic Oncology at 
The Woman’s Hospital of Texas, The 
University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, TX

Kristina Butler MD 
Department of Medical & Surgical 
Gynecology, Division of Gynecologic 
Oncology; Program Director, 
Minimally Invasive Gynecology 
Surgery Fellowship 
Mayo Clinic

John Diaz MD 
Gynecologic Oncologist 
Baptist Health’s Center for Robotic 
Surgery, South Miami Hospital

Pedro Escobar MD FACOG FACS 
Director of Gynecologic Oncology,  
HIMA San Pablo Oncologico,  
Ashford Community Hospital

Walter Gotlieb MD PhD 
Director, Gynecologic Oncology and 
Colposcopy, Sir Mortimer B. Davis-
Jewish General Hospital

Rosanne Kho MD 
Department of Obstetrics & 
Gynecology, Division of Gynecologic 
Surgery, Columbia University Hospital

Javier Magrina MD 
Professor of Obstetrics-Gynecology,  
College of Medicine 
Department of Medical  
& Surgical Gynecology,  
Division of Gynecologic Oncology 
Mayo Clinic

Martin Martino MD 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Gynecologic Oncology 
Lehigh Valley Hospital, PA 

Farr Nezhat MD FACOG FACS 
Director, Minimally Invasive Surgery 
and Gynecologic Surgery and 
Robotics, St. Luke’s and Roosevelt 
Hospitals

Amanda Nickles-Fader MD 
Director, Kelly Gynecologic 
Oncology Service, Associate 
Professor, Gynecology and Obstetrics, 
John Hopkins Medical Center

Jan Persson MD PhD 
Associate professor 
Headmaster of Practicum Robotic 
School, Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology,  
Lund University Hospital, Sweden

Pedro Ramirez MD  
Professor, Gynecologic Oncology 
and Reproductive Medicine, Division 
of Surgery, The University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, TX
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6:30-7:30am	 REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST

7:30-7:40am	 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
Mario M. Leitao Jr. MD FACOG FACS

7:40-8:10am	 History of Minimally Invasive  
Surgery in Gynecology 
Farr R. Nezhat MD FACOG FACS

8:10-8:30am	 Lessons Learned through the  
Years in Robotic Surgery 
Javier Magrina MD

8:30-8:50am	 Government Supported Health Care Systems:  
Is Robotic Surgery Feasible and Sustainable 
Walter Gotlieb MD PhD

8:50-9:10am	 Q&A PANEL
9:10-9:30am	 BREAK

9:30-9:50am	 Building a robotics program in  
GYN ONCOLOGY: MSK Experience 
Mario M. Leitao Jr. MD FACOG FACS

9:50-10:10am	 Building Blocks or Stumbling Blocks:  
Constructing a Robotics Program in 
General Gynecology 
Arnold P. Advincula MD

9:50-10:10am	 Nursing Perspectives on Building a Robotics Program 
Grace Carlos BSN RN CNOR and Lystra Swift MA RN CNOR

10:10-10:30am	 Benefits of Surgical PAs in a Robotics Program 
Michael Patane PA

10:30-10:45am	 Q&A PANEL
10:45-11:00am	 BREAK

11:00-11:20am	 Tips & Tricks for a Successful Robotic Myomectomy 
Arnold P. Advincula MD

11:20-11:40am	 The Morcellation Controversy:   
Should Robotics Get Involved 
Jubilee Brown MD

11:40am-12:00pm	 Robotic Sacrocolpopexy: Tips/Tricks 
Rosanne Kho MD

12:00-12:15pm	 Q&A

12:15-1:30pm	 LUNCH

Thursday, September 17
MORNING SESSIONS
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1:30-1:50pm	 Robotics in the obese patient:  
Tips and Outcomes 
Walter Gotlieb MD PhD

1:50-2:20pm	 Anesthesia Considerations in Robotics:  
Lets focus on obesity 
Todd Liu MD

2:20-2:40pm	 Preventing & Managing vascular injuries 
Pedro F. Escobar MD FACOG FACS

2:40-3:00pm	 Preventing & Managing GU/GI injuries 
Pedro Ramirez MD

3:00-3:20pm	 Preventing & Managing neurologic injuries 
Kristina Butler MD

3:20-3:40pm	 The “bad” dangerous robot:  
Data on complications/MAUDE DB issues 
Oliver Zivanovic MD

3:40-3:55pm	 Q&A

3:55-4:15pm	 BREAK

4:15-4:45pm	 Robotics in the management of adnexal mass 
Yukio Sonoda MD

4:45-5:15pm	 Robotics Ovarian Cytoreduction:   
A hammer looking for a nail? 
Javier Magrina MD

5:15-5:45pm	 Use of HIPEC in Robotic Surgery:  
Experimental or Ready for Mainstream 
John Diaz MD

5:45-6:15pm	 Robotic cytoreduction for recurrent disease 
Mario M. Leitao Jr. MD FACOG FACS

6:15-6:25pm	 Q&A

6:25pm	 ADJOURN

Thursday, September 17
AFTERNOON SESSIONS
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6:30-7:30am	 REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST

7:30-8:00am	 Techniques and tips for efficient simple hysterectomy 
Pedro Ramirez MD

8:00-8:30am	 Technique/tips: Pelvic and  
Para-aortic lymphadenectomy 
Kristina Butler MD

8:00-8:20am	 Sentinel node mapping in uterine cancer:  
Technique 
Mario M. Leitao Jr. MD FACOG FACS

8:20-8:50am	 Sentinel node mapping in uterine cancer:  
Current status 
Nadeem Abu-Rustum MD

8:50-9:05am	 Q&A

9:05-9:20am	 BREAK

9:20-9:50am	 Robotic surgery for cervical cancer,  
techniques/tips, long term results 
Jan Persson MD PhD

9:50-10:10am	 Updates on MIS/Robotic radical hysterectomy:  
Updates on LACC Trial 
Pedro Ramirez MDs

10:10-10:30am	 Technique/tips robotic radical trachelectomy 
Ginger Gardner MD

10:30-10:50am	 Radical trachelectomy:  
vaginal and abdominal approaches 
Yukio Sonoda MD

10:50-11:10am	 Robotic pelvic exenteration 
Jan Persson MD PhD

11:10-11:25am	 Q&A

11:25-11:50am	 Single port hysterectomy and  
nodal dissection techniques 
Amanda Nickles-Fader MD

11:50am-12:05pm	 Single port robotics: a value? 
Amanda Nickles-Fader MD

12:05-12:20pm	 Single port robotics: a gimmick? 
Pedro F. Escobar MD FACOG FACS

12:20-12:35pm	 Q&A

12:35-1:15pm	 LUNCH

Friday, September 18
MORNING SESSIONS
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1:15-1:35pm	 Robotic costs: too much  
Elizabeth Jewell MD

1:35-1:55pm	 Robotic costs: not too much 
Mario M. Leitao Jr. MD FACOG FACS

1:55-2:30pm	 Strategies to standardize training for  
housestaff in Robotic Surgery:  
An introduction to the Robotic Training Network (RTN) 
Martin Martino MD

2:30-3:00pm	 Simulation in robotic training and practice 
Amanda Nickles-Fader MD

3:00-3:15pm	 Q&A

3:15-4:30pm	 EXPERT ROUNDTABLE:  
Meaningful Clinical Trials:  
The Holy Grail in Robotics? 
Magrina / Ramirez / Leitao / Nickles-Fader /  
Escobar / Persson / Gotlieb  / Advincula

4:30pm	 FINAL COMMENTS & ADJOURN 
Mario M. Leitao Jr. MD FACOG FACS

	
Please complete and return  
Educational Credit Request  
Form to Reception Desk  
before you depart.

Friday, September 18
AFTERNOON SESSIONS



REGISTRATION
EARLY* 	GENERAL

$700 	 $800	 MDs, PhDs and DOs 

$300 	 $350	 Nurses, PAs and  
		  other healthcare professionals

$200 	 $250	 Residents and Fellows
*Deadline is August 17, 2015.

Registration includes an electronic syllabus and other related hand-out materials, 
continental breakfast, lunch, and refreshment breaks. Special meals are available  
upon request, including vegetarian, kosher, or gluten-free.  Please let us know if  
we can assist you with special dietary needs.

To register, please go to:

www.mskcc.org/gynrobotics
OFFICE OF CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
633 Third Avenue, 12th floor, New York, New York 10017

TARGET AUDIENCE
This conference should be of value to 
gynecologists, urogynecologists, and 
gynecologic oncologists, PA’s, NP’s, 
RN’s, allied medical professionals.

COURSE DESIGN
This course consists of didactic lectures 
with question and discussion periods as 
well as video sessions.

EVALUATION
A course evaluation survey sent out 
electronically will provide attendees 
with the opportunity to review the 
sessions and the speakers and to 
identify future educational needs.

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
MSK is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME) to provide 
continuing medical education for 
physicians. 

AMA CREDIT DESIGNATION STATEMENT
MSK designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 14.0 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™. Physicians should only claim 
credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity.  The 
AMA has determined that physicians not 
licensed in the United States but who 
participate in this CME activity are eligible 
for 14.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™.

FACULTY DISCLOSURE 
It is the policy of MSK to make every 
effort to insure balance, independence, 
objectivity, and scientific rigor in all 
continuing medical education activities 
which it sponsors as an ACCME 
accredited provider. In accordance 
with ACCME guidelines and standards, 
all faculty participating in an activity 
sponsored by MSK are expected 
to disclose any significant financial 
interest or other relationship with the 
manufacturer(s) of any commercial 
product(s) and/or provider(s) of 
commercial services which are 
discussed by the faculty members 
in an educational presentation. As 
required by the ACCME, when an 
unlabeled use of a commercial product 
or an investigational use not yet 
approved for any purpose is discussed 
during an educational activity, MSK 
requires the speaker to disclose that 
the product is not labeled for the use 
under discussion or that the product is 
still investigational.

OUTCOMES MEASUREMENT SURVEY
Six months after the end of the course 
an Outcomes Measurement Survey will 
be sent to all participants to help us 
determine what positive impacts have 
been made on participant practice as a 
result of the course.
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2015 
Thoracic Pathology NYC	 September 11-13

ROBOTICS  	 September 17-18 
(w/ MDACC, Mayo Clinic)

Endobronchial Ultrasound	 September 24-25 
Interventional Bronchoscopy

Thoracic Surgical Oncology	 October 2-3

Oncologic FDG PET/CT	 October 9-10

Genetics and Genomics of 	 October 15-16 
Gynecologic Cancers	

Defining the Actionable Genome	 October 16-17

Lymphoid Leukemias	 October 18 

Dermatology Through the 	 October 22 
Lens of Medical Informatics	  

Dermatologic Care	 October 23 

Dermoscopy Intermediate	 October 23-24

Musculoskeletal Tumor Pathology	 October 23-25

Urologic Cancers	 October 29-31

Complex Skin Cancers	 November 20-22

International Ovarian Cancer	 December 4-5

2016 
Perioperative Care	 April 29

Lymphoma	 May 13-14

Please be sure 
to mark your 
calendars for 

upcoming

2015 
2016 
MSK CME
COURSES

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT

MSK is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for 

Continuing Medical Education 
to sponsor continuing medical 

education for physicians. 

For course updates, follow: 

facebook.com/mskcme
or on Twitter: @mskcme

To register or for more information, contact: 

OFFICE OF CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
633 Third Avenue, 12th Floor, New York, New York 10017

(646) 227-2025 • brodheap@mskcc.org 
Or register online: 

www.mskcc.org/cme


