
Lung Cancer Prevention & Risk Factors

The major risk factor for lung cancer is smoking, or exposure to any kind of tobacco product. Nonsmokers who breathe in other people’s smoke

(secondhand smoke) also are at higher risk for lung cancer.

If you smoke, you can lower your risk for lung cancer by stopping now. That will also lower the risk for people around you. If you have been diagnosed

with lung cancer or are in treatment, it’s not too late to quit. Research shows that quitting smoking can make chemotherapy work better.

Sometimes, there’s no clear reason why a person gets lung cancer. In fact, out of every 10 people with non-small cell lung cancer, about 2 of them never

smoked.

People who smoke, and people who smoked but recently quit, are at higher risk for lung cancer. They are 10 to 20 times more at risk than someone who

never smoked. If you’re a current or former smoker, you may want to consider screening for lung cancer. MSK offers an online tool that can help you

understand your risk. We also have screening services for people who are at high risk.

Other risk factors include exposure to asbestos or radon. These toxic (poisonous or harmful) substances can damage the lungs, leading to cancer.
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CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER

646-677-7440

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern time)
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file:///appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=new
https://www.mskcc.org/appointments/request-appointment?appointment_type=current
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https://www.mskcc.org/doctors
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
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https://www.mskcc.org/referring-physicians/physician-relations-team
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https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types
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https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment
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https://www.mskcc.org/pediatrics/cancer-care/treatments
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https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/lisa-and-scott-stuart-center-adolescent-and-young-adult-cancers-msk
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https://www.mskcc.org/news
https://www.mskcc.org/contact
https://www.mskcc.org/locations
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/directions
https://www.mskcc.org/locations/visiting-us/policy-visitors-patients
https://mymsksso.mskcc.org/ssoportal/Account/Login
http://mskcc.convio.net/site/Donation2?df_id=19195&19195.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_channel=2024-MSKCCNavigation&utm_source=MSKCC&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=2024&utm_content=NAV_DON_FN_PDN
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/lung
https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/types/lung/treatment/chemotherapy
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https://www.mskcc.org/news/myths-about-radon-lung-cancer
tel:+1-646-497-9163
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Lung Cancer: Why One of The Most Common Cancers is Also The Most Stigmatized
Did you know lung cancer is more deadly than breast, colon and prostate cancers combined? Yet it gets less than half the funding. Why is that?

In this episode, Dr. Diane Reidy-Lagunes sits down with thoracic surgeon and attending physician at MSK, Dr. Bernard Park, and chair of the

Lung Cancer Research Foundation, Reina Honts, to discuss why one of the most common cancers is also the most stigmatized.

Listen Now
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https://www.mskcc.org/cancer-care/diagnosis-treatment/symptom-management/integrative-medicine
https://www.mskcc.org/experience/patient-support/nutrition-cancer
https://www.mskcc.org/doctor
https://www.mskcc.org/research/ski
https://www.sloankettering.edu/gerstner
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/graduate-medical-education
https://library.mskcc.org/
https://www.mskcc.org/
https://c.mskinfo.org/subscriptionpreferencecenter
https://www.mskcc.org/legal-disclaimer
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy/website-accessibility-statement
https://www.mskcc.org/privacy
https://www.mskcc.org/insurance-assistance/understanding-cost-your-care-msk/download
https://www.mskcc.org/public-notices

	Lung Cancer Prevention & Risk Factors
	Partner with us to treat your patient’s cancer.
	MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
	CALL OUR DEDICATED CLINICIAN ACCESS NUMBER
	SPEAK TO A CARE ADVISOR
	Request an Appointment

	Book traversal links for Lung Cancer


